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:PROFILESIMION BASSETT

VON SAYS. ..

SIMON BASSETT IS THE EVER Tell us when you first discovered windsurfing

FAMILIAR FACE OF 2X5 CLUB,

SCHOOL AND SHOP AT ONE OF THE 9 Stepped on a board. What made you
SOUTH COAST'S BEST LOVED decide to get involved and what kit were
WINDSURFING SPOTS: WEST you using?

WITTERING, WEST SUSSEX. |was dinghy sailing a5 a kid on kakes in the Cotswolds, My dad
INVOLVED WITH WINDSURFING bought an onginal Windsurter in the south of Framce (1974) on
SINCE THE VERY START WE SAT nholiday and that was my first introduction to the spart. It was a

DOWNMN FOR A NATTER WITH 5B TO hiiney Bosand; big Sail with no window and @ sold beak wooden Hoom
FIND OUT MORE. and mast foot that pushed into the deck of the board.

Where was the location of your first windy steps?

When vee gol back from France we would wandsud on the local lakes & south
Cemey and Somerord Keynes. My dad set up a windse school ard cub in
1976 which was in & pedect Iecation M Cotewold Wisler Park - | could cyche from
hoimee and vandsun @s much as | wanted. I was the start of my acdiction b
windsurfing!

What was the hook that drew you in and kept you
wanting more?

The kakes whene we originally windseded on would not allow windsurfing abowe
Borca 4 = for m this was when windsurfing came alive, W lsamt to jump 12
bopands waihoul straps, oul the boasds Gown in 52 and Chopped s to get mone
spead of air. Im the wanber months we attached an anghe imon oo we could o
weindsurf? HaA choiog was weny limitedl

Did you compete back in the day? If so, what are you
best result results and memories from that period?
W5 | comipeted in lots of events and classes - COUNSE racing. spoed, wane and
sladom — at the tme i was very ecitng. ¥ou needed so much gear! | was at the
Weymouth Spead Trials when Frad Haswood beoke the world spead recoed a1 30
knots. | nemember being bt By lightening with 300 others competitors at
Gratham Water and have an unofficial 30 knot Workl Producticn Recoed with
Hlepper al 8 speed even in Halifas




7::PROFILESIMON BASSETT

How often were you sailing then?

Is it the same now?

Lots back then, everny spang mament. Hor me now aifter 41
years windsurfing | pick my momems. | akvays go
windsurfing or SUP surfing on holiday and my kit & nght on

the beach at West Wittering so | can go when it looks good.

What kit couldn't you be without?
by Goya custom made quad and my Ezzy Taka 4.

How has that changed over the years?
Gear has got kighter and stronger and has & much bigger
wind range. s just 50 much easier 1o windsur now. Yiow
nead B kol less aquiprent, which s great.

What piece of windsurfing equipment
really gets your juices flowing?

I hawie @ bag vaindsu oy bo 56 lots of choce depending
o the day. A perfect Seston would be on a 5.3m Exxy
Taka, Streamiined carbon boom withild knots of wind and

uk

iy Shingshol windfoil board, Then when the wind and
waves ok up ai high tice a 4, T'm Exzy and Quatro Super
Mlirn B354,

When did windsurfing turn into a
performance sport for you?

Windsurfing has always been aooul pericrmance sance |
wid about 11 biit it also has Been about :'u||'||'.'¢:.l b&irﬂ an
thiz waiber nd in the ooean, IS il abouwt that magc feeling
VDU et after a decant sEssion.

Was your salling about moves or speed?
Ohrighirlly il wiiek & voyage of discoveny, nol many mowes 1o
start with. | nemembar watching Jurgen Hornscheid doing a
planning cane gybe on Grandsiand. i was mapning so we
tried if at speed along with mary ofher moves.

And now?
fow iU'S mone about wanves, fun, nol Petting injuned and
ricling with Trignds.

Talk us through your discovery of West
Wittering and what makes it such a
special place for windsurfing.

| g dhsoovesned West Witbering on & thp with Martin West when
Il vegriod in Staings a5 @ windsurf instructon. it's & beautiful, namal
baach that tha ocaks punchased 1o siop 8 Butln's desslopment
in the 50s. The windsurfing conditions chanpe each Season du
ko the snd bars that mose, You haee wanes at high Bide and it
waber ai ko hde, It oowldn 't De bather!

How was it back in the day? Has much
changed about the spot?

Since I've been hane we hove moere sand. The beach was
pebibles back in the day, Now that it's sandy we have much
better surf and longer to wallk at ow tide with your kit

When did you decide to setup a
windsurfing centre and how difficult was
it to get things going?

Wiz 5ot up ZXSE in 1585, We were a shop in West Witienng
sedlimg wandsuring pear, mounan bikes, power kiting
Egquapment and thén snowhoards.

To start with it was super haed. Inberest rates were 15%, we
Pl rody iy DUt Wi win & compelition and Bot somde o
and support from the Princes Youlh Business Trust. We wers
a finalist in & UK PYET compatition and recened an swand
fram Prince Charfes,

Wi took over the beach site in 1591 when the land ownens
waned 1 ban wandsurfing. We deew up a safety plan and
beach maragement System to keep windsurfing thing, and
kep it safe for other Deach users.

What are your fondest memories of
running 2X57

There ane lots of highs and a few kws bul 8 g one was
wahisn Walmart tried bo take our name 2%58 and trade mark.
James Mellor, a windsurfing buddy, saved our baton and we
WO OUT B0 year dispute with tham.

Tell us how things are for 2X5 these
days? What's different to then vs now?

Well, v had a shop and in 2008 we sold the land for

i develcoment and took it all online. It was a big riske. The

iremed Back 1hen was Just STaming., Supphers wenen 106
kmgn, Mow we hane @ demo centne, schol, clul, hire and an
cfling shop, S0 you can try befone you buy — we have some
Ereat pupplicrs which makes it much et

uk

YEET SSEA gD




If you could start again what would you
do differently, if anything?

Probably not much, Maybe keep a few mone onginal custom
noands | had and. &= always, only sell what vou el in

As a concept 2XS is quite unique,
resembling more an overseas centre
than UK based windsurfing club. How
miuch do you think this has played in the
success of 2XS57

Wil winy noty The UM s 5 greal destnation and West
WWittenng baach is amanng. 'We just wanted o pronade the
st option for wandsurfing = the X5 dub, schoal, hing and
dermg candng - and henve The Dest chpice of kit

Where's windsurfing sit for you in 20187
For us its 8 1005 prorhye YWe're teaching 3 year oids 1o sail,
wi're Sedlingg the |31esq kK, we're leaming new stulfl on the
winter and we are generally on i

What would you change about the sport,
if anything?

The veeadhe! If veer had mone consstent wingd we wouldn'T nead
10 B awoad windsursng. 0 vwould be kaclung heee in the U

How do you see windsurfing moving
forwards? Is folling the future?

| nesally Nk gl wind foding. 1 think it i epc @hding aomss the
wadet in bowy wincd wish small sads. | woulid ke 0 s freestyle
B IR e LKL 1 ihink it should De part of Dasic vindsun
esong, I is the bases of rig and board control. You can do
freestyle in lakes, flat water and at the coast in waves

uk

| What are your plans windsurfing wise for
the rest of the year? Got any overseas
trips planned, if so where?

Tendnle m @ Bew wisikes then Cluls Vs m th Sumimir.

| yancsuriing, eoliday

Tell us about your fave global windsurfing
destination and why you love it.

I8, Fuies 10 B Bl - ghait 5 THE place - Pa'ia, MNorkh Shone,
Windsufng with our inends thie Mclorgans, ndeng and fhng
orsar the neef 81 Camp Dne, Sparans Besl with Whitey, Fred
HMaywosd, Dawve Ewer and Nicky Boy back in the day ane
FTAING Cpenences, A5 was goeng 1o the Quatr'Goga
CUSIOm house and geiting & new board. Mauil = the Tul
winadsurfing expefence, and 1hen Sormss!

You have three women in your life (two
daughters and a wife) who seem to be
into watersports. Is this more luck or
pure judgement?

Jang {wale) bhcss the baach and somobmes wanosuns or
SUPs. Holly and Dassy {daughters) both howve the ooean and
wandsur], SUP and sud, We had a baed mormen wilth homses
bt wawrmn beach hobdays sealed the deal®

Do you think it's harder for women in
windsurfing than men?

Mo | don't. 1 think if you want 1o sucosed it's the inner beast
that drves vour dederminaison and you need lols! You oo
meed BOCESS 10 dacenl kil COECNINg aNd & SURBPOM Nefwo
for wandsurfing, 1hat's what makes il hard for peophke 10 leam.
The lack of thase things that is

Any final thoughts?
Wes! Go windsurfing! Buy some new windsud toys and take a
WO wWon T neEred I




